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BERLIN (AP) — The killing of 
Lee Harvey Oswald was a hand- 
some and highly appreciated 
.gift to the Communist propa- 
ganda machine. 

Within minutes after news of 
the second Dallas assassination, 
the machine went into action, 
depicting Oswald as a martyr 
shot in an attempt to hide those 
responsible for President John 
F. Kennedy’s assassination. 

“The murderers of President 
John Kennedy are trying to 
cover up their traces,” said the 
Soviet news agency Tass. “Now 
the only person who was ac- 
cused of killing President Ken- 
nedy, the man who until the 
very end denied implication, 
has been silenced forever.” 
Neues Deutschland, the East 
German Communist party 
newspaper, told its readers the 
slaying of Oswald strengthened 
suspicion that Kennedy was the 
victim of a conspiracy by right- 
wing extremists. 

Neues Deutschland also sug- i 
gested that the Dallas police of- i 
ficer allegedly killed by Oswald < 
actually was shot down because ] 
he knew too much about men i 
behind the assassination of the j 
President. r 


f ADN, the official East Ger- 
- man news agency, said “politi- 
i cal observers" believed Kenne- 
• dy’s assassination was ordered 
by _ extreme right-winters who 
: “tried with all means to put the 
, blame for the murder of Ken- 
nedy on the Communists and 
brand Oswald a Communist.” 

“To impede all further inves- 
tigations which would reveal the 
true men behind the assassina- 
tion of Kennedy, they decided to 
eliminate Oswald in the fascist 
manner,” ADN said. 

The . East European press 
called Oswald “the Van Der 
Lubbe of 1963,” likening him to 
the Dutch Communist Marius 
Van Der Lubbe whom ' the 
Nazis executed for the 1933 
Reichstag fire. It is widely be- 
lieved the Nazis set the fire 
themselves to provide an ex- 
cuse for outlawing the Commu- 
nist party. 

Pravda, the Soviet Communist 
party newspaper, said in an ar- 
ticle from New York: “With 

each hour after the tragic death 
of Kennedy, we have more and ' 
more reason to consider the as- ■ 
sassination in Dallas as a well- 
planned action of fascist forces, ; 
of those ultra right-wing and] ] 


- racist circles which are weav- 

- ing. a conspiracy against any 

- step directed at easing interna- 
1 tional tension, and which try to 
) flood the country with a new 
■ dirty wave of reaction.” 

Among non-Communists, dis- 
i may was widespread. 

“Shocking, terrible,” said a 
West Berlin businessmen. “Now 
there won’t be a trial and those 
over there (to East Berlin) will 
be able to tell whatever lies 
they like. Many people will be- 
lieve them.” 

“I don’t think we’ve had the 
whole truth from Dallas,” said 
a Swede in West Berlin. “It al- 
most seems as if they wanted 
him killed, just to close the 
case.” 

Stephen Barber, special cor- 
respondent of the London Daily 
Telegraph, cabled from Dallas 
that precautions at the police 
headquarters there were extra- 
ordinarily lax. 

“During the past 48 hours,” 
he wrote, “I have been able to 
saunter to .and out of the City 
Hall police headquarters on in- 
numerable occasions without 
anyone asking to see my White 
House press card.” 


